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By Shirley Irons
Contributing WriterProminent labor and human rights

advocate, Ray Rogers, has
launched a counterattack against the
Real Estate Board  of New York
(REBNY) asserting that REBNY
more appropriately stands for Real
Estate Bullies of New York. 

Rogers claims, "REBNY's top
policymakers are a cartel of billion-
aire bullies and racketeers.” Their
abuse of political power is at the
core of NYC's lack of affordable
housing and homeless crisis leaving
62,000 living in shelters and thou-
sands more in the streets. Rogers
says these conditions are exacer-
bated by REBNY orchestrated re-
zoning plans leading to
“hyper-gentrification on steroids.”

Millions of residents face dis-
placement and thousands of small
businesses are shutting down,
Rogers explains, "as profit-driven
landlords and property speculators
are charging exorbitant rents and
finding more ways to evict renters
from their apartments, shops and of-
fices." 

Rogers says "REBNY corrupts
our political system by feeding com-
pliant politicians with fat campaign
contributions to see things their
way." Two glaring examples are
REBNY's large contributions to the
Independent Democratic Committee
(IDC), eight Democratic state sena-
tors who vote with Republicans to
assure rent stabilization and rent
control laws are weakened and
REBNY's developers can continue
to rake in billions in corporate wel-
fare subsidies and tax abatements.

Rogers points out how NYC
Mayor Bill de Blasio and the City

Council Speaker, while Public Ad-
vocate and City Council member,
supported passage of the Small
Business Jobs Survival Act

(SBJSA).until they became mayor
and speaker and raked in contribu-
tions from big real estate interests.
The SBJSA has never been voted on

even though the majority of the City
Council supports it. 

REBNY and its developers,
Rogers claims, have led the assault

on organized labor so that union-
free construction sites will prolifer-
ate and become the norm. 

Rogers points out that more
work is going to non-union contrac-
tors, even while union members are
giving more and more concessions.   

Union workers are well-trained
in their trade and safety procedures
and receive far better pay and bene-
fits. It's no coincidence that 29 of 31
construction workers who died on
the job in NYC in 2015-2016
worked on non-union sites often
dubbed "construction sweatshops."

REBNY's developers leading
the charge against unions saying
union workers are too costly, in-
clude Stephen Ross (net worth $7.6
billion), of Related Companies, Rob
and Jerry Speyer (net worth $3.9 bil-
lion) of Tishman Speyer and Jed and
David Walentas (net worth $2.1 bil-
lion) of Two Trees Management!

Visit stopREBNYbullies.org
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When I first saw the ad for BetterWOMAN, I was skepti-
cal. So many products claim they can set you free from

leaks, frequency and worry, only to deliver disappointment. When I finally
tried BetterWOMAN, I found that it actually works! It changed my
life. And because it’s all-natural, I can enjoy the results without the worry of
dangerous side effects. Thanks to BetterWOMAN, I finally fought bladder con-
trol problems and I won!
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WANTED
Mind Body Hair, 

an established natural 
hair salon in the Bronx

is looking for an 
experienced or beginner

Nail Technician. 
To preform nail services

such as manicures, 
nail additions, hand 
treatments, pedicure 
services as well as wax

services. 

Serious candidates only call 
718-324-1037 

Meeting with South Bronx Community Congress spotlighting REBNY's destructive policies 


